
SAWBRIDGEWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & 

SAWBRIDGEWORTH TOWN ACTION PLAN COMMITTEE
Minutes

of the meeting of the Economic Development and Sawbridgeworth Town Action Plan Committee held by Zoom conference at, Sayesbury Manor, Bell Street, Sawbridgeworth at 19:30 on Monday 09 November 2020.
Those present

	Cllr Ruth Buckmaster
	Cllr Greg Rattey

	Cllr Dinesh Patel
	Cllr David Royle

	
	Cllr Furnace – ex officio

	In attendance:
	

	R Bowran – Town Clerk

J Sargant – Town Projects Manager
	One member of the public


	E 20/32
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Were received and accepted from Cllr Alder and Cllr Chester who wanted to attend but were inhibited from doing so by a power cut which had disrupted their internet connections.


	E 20/33
	PUBLIC FORUM

There were no questions from members of the public on matters within the remit of the ED&STAP Committee.



	E 20/34
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Pecuniary Interest by Members



	E 20/35


	MINUTES

To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 19 October 2020 (E02A) 
[prop Cllr R Buckmaster; secd Cllr Rattey]

There were no matters arising from the Minutes not covered by the current agenda.



	E 20/36


	TOWN BRANDING

To review recommended iconography for Town Branding, to hold a Zoom meeting with Design Chambers and to make a recommendation to council. The Zoom presence of Design Chambers had been suspended.

A sub-committee consisting of the chair and vice-chair to hold a Zoom meeting with Design Chambers had been suggested. This was modified to suggest the sub-committee should consist of three members, the chair, vice chair and Cllr Chester. [prop Cllr Royle; secd Cllr R Buckmaster] This was approved.
However, there were several abstentions and the chair invited a counter proposal to be made. It was then:
Resolved: That communication with Design Chambers should be by the whole committee 

[prop Cllr Rattey; secd Cllr Patel]



	E 20/37


	TOWN GREEN

To review proposals for the development of Town Green.

Clerk advised that the topographical survey has been received and circulated to committee members.

He also advised that the Arboricultural survey could not be completed in terms of the impact assessment until a design for the area had been submitted.
The design notes made by the EHDC Conservation Officer were appreciated but did not constitute a design based upon a brief from committee members.
It was agreed that in order to progress the project the next steps should be:

1. Produce a brief prepared by the Town Green working party for a landscape architect to produce a design for the area.

2. Write a business plan to EHDC for the development of the area.


	E 20/38
	TOWN ACTION PLAN 2020-24

To note and review the latest iteration of the Town Action Plan which had been updated by Cllr Royle.
It was agreed to post this latest version on the council web-site and to present the version then current at the Annual Town Meeting in 2021, making the STAP the focus item in the agenda and available for public comment and consultation.



	E 20/39
	CREATION OF A MARKET

To review proposals for the creation of a new market within the confines of the current Covid advice.

It was agreed that there was no immediate prospect of establishing a market under the present Covid conditions. A costed proposal was called for in order to enable a “Grand Opening” in the Spring of 2021. 

Clerk said that the costs for a market has been included in the 2020-21 budget. It was suggested that the TPM should keep the project on the back burner. It was stated that it would be Members who would instruct officers as to when the market would start.

Chair asked for a costed proposal for the next meeting. Clerk was asked to recirculate the original costed plan for opening a market.



	E 20/40
	SHOP LOCAL CAMPAIGN

To review proposal for a Shop Local campaign for the centre of Sawbridgeworth.
Committee was made aware of the promotion by Big Wave, who are contracted to Herts CC for a county wide campaign to promote economic development. A small element is to be the production of “Shop Local” signs, but the major part of the work will be in newsletters, radio and press publicity.


	E 20/41
	ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

There were no additional items for inclusion in future agendas.




Meeting Closed at 20:30
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